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PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)

Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.

Vision (Goals)

Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

You are encouraged to attend the
Regional Penance Service
Holy Eucharist Parish
7:00 pm March 14, 2016
Many confessors will be present to hear
Confessions.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through
the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.
MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.
For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.
RCIA Team: Sister Ann Byrnes and John Mohan

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Sunday, during 10 a.m.
Mass
Grades one thru four: Tuesday, 4:15 - 5:30 p.m.
Grades five thru eight: Tuesday, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
High School Youth Group Tuesday 7:15—8:15 pm

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish office to register.
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 4 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

House of Charity 2016 Campaign
Called to Mercy

If you have made your pledge/donation

directly to the House of Charity Office

either online or mail, please call the Parish
Office(424-3212) so we may include your gift in our
weekly totals. To make a pledge please pick up a
Pledge card which is available in the gathering space
and mail in or drop off at the parish office.
Our parish goal this year is $115,005.00. To date we
have received $ 61, 405.00 in pledges and outright
gifts from 160 donors. Thank you!

SOUP AND SCRIPTURE
WEDNESDAY
March 16th
6:00 pm
Join us for simple and delicious homemade soup suppers
with a brief meditation on the Holy Scriptures. Fr.
Johnson will reflect with us on the prayers of Jesus in the
Gospels, asking how we may pray more simply and deep-
ly. Children with parents are most welcome. A Bible sto-
ry session for young children will be provided. Please
call the Parish Office if you are planning to attend
424-3212.

Total Parish Collection for March 6, 2016 was
$9,959.00 and 194 envelopes and online
donors were recorded. As always, thank you
for your generosity.

Stewardship Reflection— Stewards Detach Themselves
“For His sake I have accepted the loss of all things and |
consider them so much rubbish, that [ may gain
Christ...” (Philippians 3:8b)

The first commandment says that we shall not put other
gods before the Lord. True Stewards detach themselves
from material possessions and consider them “rubbish”. It
strengthens our relationship with Jesus and allows us to
live more freely and joyfully.
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Easter Schedule 2016

Regional Penance Service: Monday, March 14, 2016
7:00 pm Holy Eucharist Parish

Reconciliation: Saturday March 19: 9:30-10:30 am & 3: 00- 4:00 pm

Passion (Palm) Sunday, March 20
Masses: Saturday, 4:30 pm
Sunday, 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 am

Chrism Mass, March 22
3:00 pm Our Lady of Hope,
Blackwood

Sacred Triduum

Holy Thursday, March 24
“Mass of the Lord’s Supper” 7:00 pm
Adoration at the Repository in the Chapel until 10:00 pm

Good Friday, March 25
(A day of fast and abstinence)
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion—3:00 pm

Holy Saturday, March 26
Blessing of bread and food baskets— 12 noon

Easter Vigil, March 26
8:00 pm
**Please note: This is the only Mass on Holy Saturday™**

Easter Sunday, March 27
8:30 am, 10:00 am, & 11:30 am

Please take advantage of these opportunities to deepen your experience of the

Love of God in Christ and His Sacrifice on the Cross resulting in His Triumphant
Resurrection.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE for MARCH 19/20

4:30pm Msgr. Mena/Choir K. Wislocky, I. Rellosa J. Cepeda C. & R. Cepeda
Graham Julie T. Petrone J. Mohan J. Puerschner
8:30 am Father Rob P. Lavala, B. Massey D. Miller G. & M. Gray
Johnson Rich B. Lento M. Maggart M. Carr
10:00 am Father Becca D. & L. Lyon L. Galati K. & K. Johnson
Johnson Julie J. Galati F. Eggles S. Russo
11:30 am Father Becca M. Ciccotta, G. Gadren R. Ciccotta M. & T. Dautle
' Rossi Julie A. Thompson J. Kuchler M. Mueller

The Ministry Schedule can be found at the St. Thomas More website: http://stthomasmorenj.org/.

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Religious Education Lenten Reconciliation Service
will be held during the Religious Ed class on March 15,
2016. Parents, please help your child to prepare for the
Sacrament of reconciliation.

Liturgy of the Word for children is offered at the 10:00
am Mass. All children ages 4 through 1st grade are
welcome. No registration is needed. There will be NO
Liturgy of the Word for Children on Easter Sunday,
March 27.

The seventh and special Confirmation II preparatory
class for both eighth grade students and their parents
will be held on Sunday, March 13 from 11:00 am-—
12:30 pm in the St. Thomas More Hall. Both eighth
grade students and their parents are encouraged to attend
the 10:00 am Mass prior to class. Parents, remember to
write a letter of affirmation to your child.

There will be a special retreat for Confirmation II class
on Saturday, March 19 from 12:30—5:30 pm in the St.
Thomas More Hall. All eighth grade students must
attend. Parents are invited if they wish to attend.

Individual ten-minute interviews for all Confirmation
II students and their parents with either Fr. Phillip
Johnson, Sr. Ann Byrnes, Sr. Philomena Nowicki or Katie
Witts will be held on Sunday, March 20 following the
11:30 am Mass.

There will be NO Religious Education Program classes
on Tuesday, March 22nd, 2016 due to Easter Break.
Have a blessed week! Sr. Bozena, PCL, 424-3212 ext.
106

STM Youth

Please let Katie know if you can participate in the
following activities. Contact Katie at 856-305-2914 or
youthgroup@stthomasmorenj.org

6:00 PM Soup & Scripture! Wednesday March 16th—
Youth will help set up, serve, clean up, help with the young
children and participate in the Scripture Study.

March 20th, & April 7 9:30—11:30am— St. Mary’s
Home- Assist the residents going to Mass, attend Mass then
join the residents for activities and coffee.

March 11th (Friday): Youth lead Stations of the Cross

Tuesday, March 15th Service Hour

Planning Ahead
Look out...more information coming....
Youth Group Fundraiser for a Parish Bowling Outing at
the Big Event (formerly Playdrome) in April 3:00 pm
$12/ person/ $60 per lane (up to six) includes Bowling,
Pizza, Soda and Shoes.

Overnight Service Retreat— April 22-23 8—12 graders
This retreat is a fun and service experience open to all 8—12
graders. We will have fun and games, prepare and serve
breakfast at New Visions Day Shelter and Mass at Holy
Eucharist. Please let Katie know if you would like to attend.

Six Flags Great Adventure— May 15, 2016! All 5—12
graders are invited to attend. $50/ per person, $20 deposit
due by April 15, paid in full by May 9th. Ticket includes
entrance, lunch buffet, parking pass and RETURN
TICKET- 2 tickets for the price of one! Families may go
on their own or 7-12 graders may attend with chaperones...
all are welcome to carpool.

Love and prayers, Katie Witts
STM Y outh Group Coordinator

632 p. 4



| FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 13, 2016 |

Mass Intentions for the Week

SATURDAY—MARCH 12

9:00 am Living & deceased members of the
parish

4:30 pm John Bantivoglio 1/b children

SUNDAY—MARCH 13

8:30 am John A. Vivone, Sr. 1/b family

10:00 am Sgt. Robert Wilson, III and all other
officers killed in the line of duty
/b Febus family

11:30 am Jim Mueller 1/b Jim & Pat Beaney

MONDAY—MARCH 14
6:45 am People of the Parish
9:00 am James Gillece 1/b family

TUESDAY—MARCH 15
6:45 am Brigitta McCarthy 1/b Marguerite Dwyer
9:00 am Edward J. Murray r/b Cecilia T. Murray

WEDNESDAY., MARCH 16

6:45 am Brother Alberic O’Connor, OCSO
/b Michael Curtis

9:00 am Michael Vigrass r/b family

THURSDAY, MARCH 17

6:45 am Rev. Feliciano Manalili, OCSO
r/b Michael Curtis

9:00 am Jim Bones /b Teri Bones

FRIDAY, MARCH 18
6:45 am Doris Pepper 1/b Michael Curtis
9:00 am Catherine Bonsal r/b Carol Gillece

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

9:00 am Living & deceased members of
the parish
Joe Zielinski r/b Cindy

4:30 pm Mr. & Mrs. John Orlando
/b Marianne & Tony Orlando

SUNDAY., MARCH 20
8:30 am Joseph Falco

/b Mary Lou & Harry Horlacher
10:00 am Catherine Sharp r/b Marinelli family
11:30 am Jim Mueller r/b Beaney family

Papal Intentions for the Month of March: That families
in need may receive the necessary support and that children
may grow up in healthy and peaceful environments.
AL U D U D O U O
Congratulations to
Michael A. Ciccotta and James J. McFadden
For being named to the 1st Semester Honor Roll of
2015-2016 at St. Joseph’s Preparatory School,
Philadelphia.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS:

THE SICK...

Pat Beaney, Jim Beaney, Jr., Anna Bedrick,

Pat Brink, Francesca Capra, Elva Clark, Frank Colbert,
Sean Colbert, Joseph Console, Marie Corcoran, Geralyn Cot-
icone, Mary Cowan, Margaret Crawford, Bryan Dietrich,
Pasquale DiFronzo, Angelo DiGiacomo, Santino Fiorelli,
George  Gadren, Harry Gindele, Sue Hagan, Kim Horton,
Thomas Houston, Helen Kane, Michael Kapischke, Stephen
Kaye, John B. Kennedy, Peggy Kiefner, Stan Kochanek, Don
Kreal, Julia Lepre, Mary Ellen Lepre, Chase Lupica, Joan
Maguire, Marie Manalo, Ron Massey, Wayne Mauri, Sr.,
Jerry McMenamin, Nick Mitidieri, Hilda K Pellerito, Fred
Petrone, John Ravena, Mena Ravena, Ed Rivero, Pauline
Rosberg, Barbara Salpas, Carlos Santiago, Phyllis Schadt,
Yun-Yun Shen, Teddy Shaffer, Frank Sines, Claire Spence,
Dick Spence, Maria Storms, Samuel Stafford, Michael Sura-
lik, Pat Suralik, George Sweeten, Marcy Toub, Ted Uhlman,
Ann Vigrass.

THOSE IN THE ARMED SERVICES...

SSgt Samuel Brough, Lt. Anthony R. Cosentino,
Spc. Peter DeCrescenzo, SSgt John P. DeYoung,
Lt. Nicholas G. Iannuzzi, PFC Sonny Morrison,
1Lt. Col. Ryan Orfe, and Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa

Mercy Works for March: Feed the Hungry

When her husband abandoned her, “Sara” was left
paying bills and supporting her children alone. She goes
to the food pantry now to make ends meet and save
money that can be put towards housing expenses. If it
weren’t for the help of food pantries, she and her family
would be facing eviction.

Utilizing food pantries allows “at risk” families to put
some or all of their food budgets towards other bills,
which in turn allows them to make ends meet.
Consider donating to your local food pantry and
help to “feed the hungry”

Sandwich Makers: You made 432 sandwiches on
Wednesday, March 2nd. This brings our total to date to
8,681 sandwiches. Thank you all for however you
helped the day be a success! Hope for a repeat on
Wednesday, April 6 after the 9:00 am Mass. See you
Faithful Followers then! Thank you.

Sexual abuse is a crime that must be reported, investigated and
responded to so that victims are protected and those who
commit abuse are removed from ministry. A special toll free
number has been established to help callers report cases of
sexual abuse by priests, deacons, religious, employees and/or
volunteers. In accord with state law, cases of child sexual abuse
are reported to the NJ Division of Child Protection and
Permanency. For information or to inquire about counseling
and support services, contact the Victims Assistance
Coordinator at 1-800-964-6588
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Small Christian Community Faith Sharing
Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for Proclamation
of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with everyday life
experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, March 20, 2016 — Luke 22:14-23:56
(The Passion according to Luke)
“After arresting Jesus, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest; Peter was following at a
distance. They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it, and Peter sat down with them. When a
maid saw Peter seated in the light, she looked intently at him and said, ‘This man too was with him.” But he denied
it saying, ‘Woman, I do not know him.” A short while later someone else saw Peter and said, ‘You too are one of
them’; but Peter answered, ‘My friend, [ am not.” About an hour later, still another insisted, ‘Assuredly, this man too
was with him, for he also is a Galilean.” But Peter said, ‘My friend, I do not know what you are talking about.” Just
as he was saying this, the cock crowed, and the Lord turned and looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the words of
the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times. Peter went out and
began to weep bitterly.”

Commentary:
On the way to Calvary, Jesus continues to call the people to repent, to change their hearts. Jesus continues to reach

out and forgive, even from the cross. He forgives Peter and his killers, and offers salvation to the repentant thief.
Jesus dies as he lives, the obedient and faithful servant of God. Because of this, Jesus is raised up in the kingdom.
Questions for Reflection and Sharing:

1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?

America will never be whole as long as the
right to life granted by our Creator is denied
to the pre-born through abortion and to the
elderly through euthanasia. We are being St. Thomas More donates a ton of food!
desensitized. Who will be next: the
handicapped; the person with the “wrong” political
view, or skin tone, or religious belief? We are
sliding down the “slippery slope” of death at an
alarming speed.
Al Mac Elrath, Respect Life Coordinator - 779-7130

Food Drive

iRace4Vocations, Sunday, April 17, 2016
Join Bishop Sullivan along with priests, our
seminarians and many other people from
throughout the diocese at Washington Lake Park
(626 Hurffville Crosskeys Rd., Sewell) for our Sth
annual iRace4Vocations. Bishop Sullivan will cel-
ebrate a Mass for Vocations at 1:00 pm followed by
Skrun/1.3 mile family walk. Come out to pray and
race. Register online for free at:

http://camdenpriest.org/irace4vocations/

Faithfull Food Drive: Many thanks to all the
parishioners who generously donated food for the Year

Holy Week schedules and Easter Flower of Mercy “Faithfull Food Drive”. Thanks to those who
\-11 donation envelopes were mailed to parish organized and collected the food and delivered it to the
. households. Your offering will be used for Cherry Hill Food Bank. 2,116 pounds of food were
altar flowers, lilies for the shut-ins and church delivered from St. Thomas More Parishioners!
’r decorations. Wonderful parish response!
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