St. Thomas More Church
1439 Springdale Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
856-424-3212 • Fax: 856-424-2411
Web Site: http://stthomasmorenj.org/ • E-mail: sthomasmore@comcast.net

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM in
the Chapel
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel
Mon.—Fri. 9:30 AM—12 Noon

Rite of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00—4:00 PM
In the Chapel
First Fridays after the 9:00 AM Mass

Father Edward Namiotka, Pastor
Sister Ann Byrnes, RSM, Pastoral Associate for Life Long Faith Formation
Sister Clare Sabini, FMIJ, Director of Religious Education
Julie Linn, Music Ministry
Pat Cannon, Parish Secretary • Marylee Garber, Parish Secretary
Sheila Tartamosa, Pastoral Associate for Parish Administration
Send all bulletin announcements to:

stmsecretary1439@gmail.com by 2:00pm Monday

DIRECTORY
Pastoral Leadership
Parish Trustees
Christian Life/Education
Bereavement
Consolation Ministry
Faith & Justice Team
Hospital Visitors
Intercessory Prayer
Knights of Columbus
Marriage Formation
Parish Rel. Ed. Prog.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Respect Life
Rite of Ch. Init. Adults
Rosary Ministry
Small Christian Comm.
Spiritual Retreats
St. Vincent de Paul
Stewardship
Welcoming Team

Jeannine Mc Menamin
Henry Glover
Staff
424-3212
Ann Marie Lento
344-7454
Jon Llisitski
jonll1@comcast.net
Chris Baeckstrom
912-7078
Staff & Euch. Ministers
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Doug George
609-313-3321
Bob & Elizabeth Scarpa
795-1160
Sr. Clare Sabini
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Staff
Sister Ann Byrnes
424-3212
Marian Kapischke
424-2053
Sr. Ann Byrnes
John Galati
428-7073
Sheila Tartamosa
Shirley Kane

424-3212
424-8022

Worship
Altar Servers
Church Environment
Ch. Art Environment
Eucharistic Ministers
Lectors
Linen Committee
Sacristans

Sister Ann Byrnes
Committee
Committee
Sr. Ann Byrnes
Dan Miller/ Sr. Ann Byrnes
Ann Vigrass
Greta Tyrrell
Dom Sacca
Dave Bongiovanni
Joe Centonze
Chico Febus

428-7217
428-2412

Funsters (over 50 club)
Parish Festival
Women’s Club

Joyce DeMichele
Barbara Cerquitella
Lin Lyon
Committee
Barbara Cerquitella
Lorraine Kennedy

424-4008
795-7323
795-4396
424-3212
795-7323
489-0031

Administration
House of Charity
Parish Finance Council
Parish Pastoral Council

Sheila Tartamosa
Robert Crawford
Marie Enny

424-3212
424-3212
751-8893

Ushers
Social Development
Bridge Groups

424-3212
424-3212
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PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS
Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:
To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday
worship experiences.
To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.
To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.
To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.
To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through
the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.
MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.
RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.
For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.
CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

Psalm 122:1 “I was glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the Lord.”
This verse of scripture seems to jump off the page of
the Bible it’s written on as the Psalmist declared the
tremendous joy and anticipation he had at the mere
mention of going to the house of the Lord.
We realize today that “the house of the Lord” is far
more than just a building as the Bible declares that we
are the temple of the Holy Spirit.
However, there is still something quite amazing about
gathering together with the family of God on a weekly
basis to worship the Lord!
The collection for Sunday, June
12, 2022 was:
$ 4307.00 86 donations in church
1512.81 30 online donations
$ 5819.81 116 donations.
Thank you for your continuing
support of St. Thomas More Parish.
“If my people, who are called by My
Name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My Face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and I will heal their land.”
2nd Chronicles 7:14

Stewardship Corner: Feast of Corpus Christi
Stewardship Gift
“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover
fragments were picked up, they filled twelve wicker
baskets.” (LUKE 9:17)
The story of the Loaves and Fishes
shows us that when you share what
you have, even if it doesn’t seem like
that much, miracles can happen! Do
not think that your Stewardship gift
is too small or insignificant! Each of
us has a role in God’s plan; you just
need to place your trust in the Lord.
Nothing is impossible with God. You may be the
answer to someone else’s prayer.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Thoughts from Corpus Christi
Dear Parishioners,
One benefit of writing this weekly bulletin message is that my thoughts / message can potentially reach
more people each Sunday. I usually preach at every Mass in our parish each weekend, but all of you, my
parishioners, can also read my thoughts here weekly in the church bulletin. Moreover, since I post this
same message online (www.fr-ed-namiotka.com), other s who ar e not in the par ish (or may be away)
can have this same opportunity via the internet.
Corpus Christi (The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ) is a time for us to reflect on the precious gift that
we have in the Most Holy Eucharist. While this solemnity is celebrated universally on
the Thursday after Trinity Sunday, the Church in the United States celebrates Corpus Christi on
the Sunday following Trinity Sunday.
I have had the opportunity during my life to see both Pope St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI when
they were in the USA—Philadelphia, Miami, Denver, East Rutherford (New Jersey) and Washington,
DC—in addition to meeting Pope St. John Paul II in Rome. There was always a great deal
of preparation before meeting a pope. I remember various details like being thoroughly scrutinized by
the US Secret Service, patiently waiting in a secure area for hours before the Pope’s arrival, making sure I
was wearing a nice vestment and looking my very best, etc. There was plenty of preparation to meet
the Vicar of Christ. Yet, don’t we have someone much more important than the pope present on our altars
at every Mass—Jesus Christ himself. How do we prepare for Him?
I suggest we think about a few things as we prepare to meet Christ at each Mass:
Do I take seriously the hour fast from food and drink prior to receiving Holy Communion? (This fast
would also include items like gum and breath mints.)
Am I sure that I am in not in the state of serious sin before receiving Holy Communion? If I am, I
should refrain from receiving Holy Communion until I first make a sacramental confession.
When I receive—whether it is on the tongue or in the hand—do I do so with the proper reverence and
respect that I should show to the Son of God? Am I dressed in a manner befitting a meeting with
the Son of God? (Would you actually dress this way if you were to meet the Pope, a Bishop or
some other dignitary?)
Do I make a proper thanksgiving after receiving Holy Communion? The religious sisters taught me at
the time of my First Holy Communion to tell Jesus that I love Him, to thank Him for everything that
He does for me, to petition Him for what I need in my life and to tell Him that I am truly sorry for
all of my sins. I think that these components of a proper thanksgiving are still relevant today. There
is nothing more frustrating to me as a priest than those who continually leave Church directly after
receiving Jesus in Holy Communion without making a proper thanksgiving.
If I am unable to receive Jesus in Holy Communion because of some circumstance of my life, do I make
a Spiritual Communion instead? Request that Jesus come to you spiritually in your heart since you
cannot now receive Him in Holy Communion.
While the suggestions listed here are far from complete, if we believe and realize that we truly have Jesus,
the Son of God present on our altars and in our tabernacles, then I think that the way we pray, worship and
receive Holy Communion should reflect this core belief.
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Ministry Schedule for June 25/26
Presider

Music

Extraordinary Minister

Lector

Altar Server

Fr.
Namiotka

Erin
Julie

Sr. Sophia

J. Cepeda

R. Cepeda

8:30 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Celine
Julie

K. Glover

D. Miller

T. Kenny
E. Bresani

11:00 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Celine
Julie

J. Flynn

L. Flynn

4:30 PM

The Church in the USA is in need of an “Eucharistic
Revival”. Many just take the whole thing for granted.
“Yeah, I know it is there”. Some feel unworthy and so
they don’t receive JESUS. Others just receive because
“that is what everyone does.” And others, sadly enough,
think it is only a piece of bread, and some just don’t know
what to do. These thoughts are real. At the “last supper
table” or what we remember as Holy Thursday, there
where the 12 disciples, and as we know, none of them
were sinless. One betrayed JESUS, others denied
knowing him. Most ran away when the soldiers came and
some just hid in the crowd. Yet JESUS gave himself to
them all. He knew what was about to happen, but he did
not refuse to give of himself to each of them. The
Eucharist is “Mystery”. We will never fully understand it
and it will always require FAITH. The Eucharist is a
recalling of JESUS’ sacrifice on the cr oss, and his
obedience to God the Father. We are invited to offer our
life as sacrifice. There is much to endure in it.
Ultimately, knowing and serving JESUS
and receiving him in the Eucharist is
about “relationship”. We know that
JESUS so much desires a relationship
with the Human Family, individually as
well as collectively. “For we are the
Temple of the living God just as God said.
“I will dwell in them and walk among
them. I will be their God and they shall be
my people). (2 Cor, 6:16) Denying the
REAL PESENCE IN THE EUCHARIST shows a
decline in faith, in the understanding of JESUS’ sacrifice
and missing out on a real, true relationship with JESUS.
Knowing JESUS and being in relationship with him does
require acceptance of mystery, sacrifice and relationship.

Prayer for Good Humor
by St. Thomas More
Feast Day, June 22nd.
Grant me, O Lord, good
digestion, and also
something to digest.
Grant me a healthy body, and
the necessary good humor to maintain it.
Grant me a simple soul that knows to treasure all
that is good and that doesn’t frighten easily at the
sight of evil, but rather finds the means to put
things back in their place.
Give me a soul that knows not boredom,
grumblings, sighs and laments, nor excess of
stress, because of that obstructing thing called
“I.”
Grant me, O Lord, a sense of good
humor. Allow me the grace to be able to take a
joke, to discover in life a bit of joy, and to be able
to share it with others.
Amen.
40 Hours Devotion leading
to the feast day of St.
Thomas More begins with
7:00 PM Mass on Monday,
June 20, 2022 and continues
through 7:00 PM Mass
Wednesday, June 22, 2022.
Father King will be the homilist.
Signup sheets are in the Gathering Space. All
are encouraged to take part in this devotion.
Peter’s Pence is the second collection next
weekend. This collection suppor ts the
charitable works of Pope Francis and the ongoing
works of the Holy See. Thank you in advance for
your donation.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 18
4:30 PM Bill Kane & Rudy Peins r /b family
SUNDAY, JUNE19
8:30 AM Fathers Day Intentions
11:00 AM Fathers Day Intentions
MONDAY, JUNE 20
9:00AM 30th Wedding Anniversary
Eric & Lalaine Johnson
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Chapel
7:00 PM People of the Parish
40 Hours Devotion begins
TUESDAY, JUNE 21
9:00AM Brian & Mary Bones r /b Ter i
7:00 PM People of the Parish
40 Hours Devotion Continues
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
9:00AM Anne Gehring r /b Rodie Boyle
40 Hours Devotion ends with the 7:00 PM Mass
7:00 PM People of the Parish
THURSDAY, JUNE 23
9:00 AM Happy Birthday, Joe Sklencar
r/b Greta Tyrrell
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Chapel
FRIDAY, JUNE 24
9:00 AM Luis Berrios r /b Ana
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Chapel
SATURDAY, JUNE 25
4:30 PM Veronica Buhee Kim r /b family
SUNDAY, JUNE 26
8:30AM Carlos Barrientos r /b family
11:00AM Anne Gehring r /b Bill & Ann Vigr ass

Pope Francis’ June Prayer Intentions - For families
We pray for Christian families around the world; may
they embody and experience unconditional love and
advance in holiness in their daily lives.
House of Charity 2022 “From Many...One Body”
When our parish collects its goal amount, up to 10% is
returned to our parish for our local charitable needs.
Additionally,75% of all funds received above our parish
goal will also be returned to our local parish to foster our
charitable and ministerial work. This year St. Thomas
More Parish goal is $89, 700. To date we have received
104 contributions in the amount of $54,051 which is
60.3% of our goal.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS THE
SICK…Kristina Acevedo,
Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney,
Jim Beaney, Jr., Pat Beaney,
Ray Chuisano, Elva Clark,
Grace Cobin, Joseph Console,
Marie Corcoran, Mary Cowan, Catherine Diana,
Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Goodwin, Marjorie Graham,
Jean Haines, Maureen Howe, Audrey Johnson, Helen
Kane, Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy, Bob
Lento, Marie Manalo, Sheila Mohan, Tina Petrone,
Helen Protzman, John Ravena, Carlos Santiago,
Yun-Yun Shen, Teddy Shaffer, Claire Spence, Dick
Spence, Dale Strack, Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik,
Pat Suralik, Ann Vigrass, Sarah Warner.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED SERVICES…
SPC Jordan Beckman, Captain
Patrick J. Bones, USMC, Major
Anthony R. Cosentino, USAF,
SSgt John P. DeYoung, Lt. Nicholas G. Iannuzzi,
SSgt. Kris Knaup, Lt. Christopher Mawn, Lt. (j.g.)
Jacqueline A. McCabe, SN Christian Mele, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sgt. 1st
Class Mark Rimbaugh, Lt. Col. James P. Tobin, Sisi
Tyrrell, USMC, SPC Nicole Williams, and all those
serving our country in the armed forces.
Holy Land Christian Art Olive-wood
Handcrafted from the Holy Land
here next weekend June 25/26.
Dedicated to supporting the Christian community in
the Holy land and to preserve the Christian presence. †
Holy Land Christian Art is dedicated to supporting the
Christian community in the Holy Land and to preserve
the Christian presence. Is it too soon to be thinking
about Christmas gifts?
Presentation of Care of the
Earth
The Faith & Justice Team is
sponsoring the Catholic Climate
Covenant’s 2022 Earth Day
Program. This pr esentation is
designed to activate the US
Catholic community to hear the cry of the earth and
the cry of the poor. The approximately one-hour
program contains prayers, readings and discussion
questions, a short video, and activities. All are invited
to attend. Wednesday, June 29, 2022 at 7:00PM in the
St. Thomas More Meeting Room. Call the Parish
Office to register 856-424-3212 or email:
sthomasmore@comcast.net
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Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with
everyday life experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, June 26, 2022 - Luke 9:51-62
(Jesus enters a village where he is not accepted. James and John want to call down fire from heaven to punish the
unwelcoming people. Jesus rebukes them. They continue on their journey where Jesus encounters various
people who wish to follow Him but are unwilling to do so NOW.) “And to another Jesus said, ‘Follow me.’
But he replied, ‘Lord, let me go first and bury my father.’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let the dead bury their
dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’”
Commentary:
Some passages in Scripture are called “hard sayings” because they seem harsh to the ear. The third person who comes
to Jesus wants to bury his father before he follows Jesus. We imagine rigor mortis setting in on the deathbed, but
that’s not what this fellow means. He is actually saying that he’s willing to follow Jesus after the death of his father.
In all of the instances mentioned in this gospel, Jesus replies in basically the same way: Come now, and come without
terms, or don’t come at all. We have to put ourselves at the service of the kingdom of God in the present hour,
because it’s the only hour that belongs to us.
Questions for Reflection and Sharing:
1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?
3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?

Pro-Life Corner: The “right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”
begins with “life”, and “life” begins at
conception.” Pray and work to end
abortion and euthanasia. If we honored
each baby aborted since 1973 with a moment of
silence, we would be silent for over 114 years! As of
2019, the number of aborted babies was 63,459,781.
Are you concerned
about political
polarization? Want to
Talk?
Communication Tools
for Divided Times is
an eight-session small
group program that guides you in deepening your
relationships while staying true to your values. This
program draws upon the wisdom of experts in
nonviolent communication, civil dialogue, and
grassroots organizing, providing practical tools for
navigating the political polarization of our time, as well
as tough conversations with our loved ones. The
two-hour small group sessions can either be in person
or via zoom. Daytime and evening sessions will be
available. For more information or to register, visit the
website of Christ Our Light at www.christourlight.net.
Registration deadline is June 30. Sessions will begin
after Labor Day and conclude before getting together
for the Thanksgiving holidays.

Religious Freedom Week June 22-29
The theme for this year is Life and Dignity for
All. This year, as we approach the Supreme Court’s
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) is especially mindful of the
debates around our country about abortion. The
Catholic Church plays a crucial role in bearing
witness to the gospel of life and serving all who will
be affected by these discussions and their outcomes.
Moreover, the USCCB’s Committee for Religious
Liberty has collaborated with the Office of
International Justice and Peace to raise awareness
about religious liberty in China and in solidarity with
people throughout the world who suffer for their
faith.
Domestically, a major area of concern continues to
be freedom for Catholic institutions, such as schools,
hospitals, and child welfare service providers, to
carry out their missions with integrity. In
particular, protecting Catholic adoption and foster
care will become even more vital, as we take new
steps in building a culture of life and dignity for all
in the United States.
The USCCB continues to advocate for the essential
right of religious freedom for Catholics and for those
of all faiths.
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