St. Thomas More Church
1439 Springdale Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
856-424-3212 • Fax: 856-424-2411
Web Site: http://stthomasmorenj.org/ • E-mail: sthomasmore@comcast.net
Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM in
the Church
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration in the Church
Mon.—Fri. 9:30 AM—12 Noon

Rite of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00—4:00 PM
In the Chapel
First Fridays after the 9:00 AM Mass

Father Edward Namiotka, Pastor
Sister Ann Byrnes, RSM, Pastoral Associate for Life Long Faith Formation
Sister Clare Sabini, FMIJ, Director of Religious Education
Julie Linn, Music Ministry
Pat Cannon, Parish Secretary • Marylee Garber, Parish Secretary
Sheila Tartamosa, Pastoral Associate for Parish Administration
Send all bulletin announcements to:
stmsecretary1439@gmail.com by 2:00pm Monday

DIRECTORY
Pastoral Leadership
Parish Trustees
Christian Life/Education
Bereavement
Consolation Ministry
Faith & Justice Team
Hospital Visitors
Intercessory Prayer
Knights of Columbus
Marriage Formation
Parish Rel. Ed. Prog.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Respect Life
Rite of Ch. Init. Adults
Rosary Ministry
Small Christian Comm.
Spiritual Retreats
St. Vincent de Paul
Stewardship
Welcoming Team

Jeannine Mc Menamin
Henry Glover
Staff
424-3212
Ann Marie Lento
344-7454
Jon Llisitski
jonll1@comcast.net
Chris Baeckstrom
912-7078
Staff & Euch. Ministers
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Doug George
609-313-3321
Bob & Elizabeth Scarpa
795-1160
Sr. Clare Sabini
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Staff
Sister Ann Byrnes
424-3212
Marian Kapischke
424-2053
Sr. Ann Byrnes
John Galati
428-7073
Sheila Tartamosa
Shirley Kane

424-3212
424-8022

Worship
Altar Servers
Church Environment
Ch. Art Environment
Eucharistic Ministers
Lectors
Linen Committee
Sacristans

Ushers
Social Development
Bridge Groups

Sister Ann Byrnes
Committee
Committee
Sr. Ann Byrnes
Dan Miller/ Sr. Ann Byrnes
Ann Vigrass
Greta Tyrrell
Dom Sacca
Dave Bongiovanni
Joe Centonze
Chico Febus

424-3212
424-3212
428-7217
428-2412

Funsters (over 50 club)
Parish Festival
Women’s Club

Joyce DeMichele
Barbara Cerquitella
Lin Lyon
Committee
Barbara Cerquitella
Lorraine Kennedy

424-4008
795-7323
795-4396
424-3212
795-7323
489-0031

Administration
House of Charity
Parish Finance Council
Parish Pastoral Council

Sheila Tartamosa
Robert Crawford
Marie Enny

424-3212
424-3212
751-8893

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 13, 2022
PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS
Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:
x To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday
worship experiences.
x To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.
x To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.
x To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.
x To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through
the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.
MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.
RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.
For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.

The Season of Lent is a special time of reflection,
praying and listening to God.
What do you hear?
God does not always speak out of the clouds or in a
burning bush.
Sometimes His heavenly voice may come to us
in a song, in a wisp of wind, or in the recesses of our
minds.
We may hear, but we don’t always listen.
This Lent try to take a moment everyday and listen
for the welcoming voice of God.
The Sunday collection for March 6, 2022
was:
$4667 from 91envelopes, checks, cash
2117.58 from 31 online donations
$6784.58 total
Thank you for your donations to our parish.
“If my people, who are called by My
Name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My Face, and turn fr om
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and I
will heal their land.” 2nd Chronicles 7:14

Stations of the Cross will be held in the
Chapel at 7:00 pm on Fridays in Lent.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM

Stewardship Corner: 1st Sunday of Lent
Stewardship Priority

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products
of the soil which you, O Lord, have given
me.” (DEUTERONOMY 26:10)

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.
CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

This line from the Old Testament offers two
challenges. First, do we live our Stewardship by giving
to God from our “first fruits” - the first and best that we
have to offer, or do we give from what we have
leftover? Second, do we realize that everything we
have and that everything we are has been given to us by
God? Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every
day, in all circumstances.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Caution: Everything is Not Always as It Appears
Dear Parishioners,
If there is one thing I have learned over the years, it is not to believe immediately everything that I
am told I must unquestioningly believe. Deep down, I am a skeptic and, perhaps, even a cynic
when it comes to too many things. Maybe I have been burned too often in the past, trusting those
who swore they were telling me the truth, who were claiming to do what was in my best interest or
who wielded some position of authority and expected me to follow blindly like some obedient
sheeple. Sorry, it ain’t happening! Fool me once . . . .
This is especially true regarding two particular groups: the media and politics. Let me give you an
example or two. For years I attended the March for Life in Washington, DC. I would watch the
people come out in droves, often braving some bitter weather conditions. The young people were
typically present in large number. However, when I read about it in the press—when newspapers
were still somewhat popular—the matter was inevitably grossly underreported. The same was true
on TV. Often a small fringe oppositional group, also present but in insignificant numbers, received
similar attention to the larger crowd. This seemed to follow a pattern, dictated by the particular
ideology which, I suspect, suited the will of the media overlords. My recent comments on the
truckers in Canada and the manner that situation was reported is another prime example.
Politicians seem to lie by nature, and then stare you in the face and swear they were not. Did they
take a bribe? Was there insider trading? Was there some backroom deal made? Was there
covert activity of which the public was deliberately kept in the dark? Politicians (and their many
useful idiots in the media) tell you what they want you to believe, and then gaslight you about the
entire situation to make you question your own judgment. Look closely and you will find multiple
examples of lies and cover-ups. W atergate. Iran-Contra. Fast and Furious. Monica. Epstein.
Hunter. Nothing to see here.
I (naively) wish that the press would simply do their job, hold government officials accountable,
not espouse some particular ideology and not continually carry water for a particular political party.
All this being said, when it comes to our current situation in the Ukraine, let me state emphatically
that I support, care for and pray for the innocent Ukrainian (and Russian) people caught in the
midst of this tragedy. Regarding government motives, policies, and actions, however, I am
completely skeptical. This conflict is making some pretty unusual bedfellows and I am left
wondering about many too many things. And I am not alone in my suspicions.
What are the underlying factors to this conflict we are not being told? Why would we ever
consider making deals with terrorist or adversarial regimes to buy oil, when we were energy
independent just about a year ago? Will our government’s actions crash our own economy? Will
this conflict lead to a destabilized dollar? Are we risking WWIII?
Pardon me if I do not trust some of the confusion and apparent incompetency I now see in real
time.
May I once again advocate praying the rosary for world peace? Our Lady has asked for this
repeatedly.
Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 13, 2022
Ministry Schedule for March 19/20

Presider

Music

Extraordinary Minister

Lector

4:30 PM

Fr.
Namiotka

Mena/Choir
Julie

E. Beckman

K. Febus

8:30 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Becca
Julie

K. Witts

K. Kraemer

A. & R. Witts

11:00 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Becca
Julie

J. Flynn

L. Flynn

D. Russo

While presenting the Liturgical Season of Lent, our
children were invited to consider what it means.
One of them suggested that it is a time of “spring
cleaning of our soul”. This got everyone’s
attention. It is so true. In spring we clean our
lawns, back yard, we plant flowers, trim trees and
bushes, buy new plants, etc. The farmer also does
much work to prepare the soil for planting the
crops we end up buying at the store. How do we
spring clean our soul? That is a good question
which we did not have time to go over during our
session, but it is good food for thought.
Considering our own experience of preparing the
soil, one way is to see what it is that we really need
to…
Discern our own situation. What have we done
and have failed to do in following JESUS?
Time is needed for pr aying and listening to
God’s whispers in the deepest part of our soul,
our conscience.
Checking out some things that r eally need to
change in our way of acting and of being.
Are there courageous steps that need to be
taken…… DO I TRUST JESUS’ HELP?
Perhaps there is over indulging in some area
needing some sacrificing and perhaps some
areas that need recovering or rebounding.
The fruits of our Lenten Journey
should be somewhat visible at
Easter just like those blooming
flowers seen in our garden. Let
us involve our children in some
of these conversations. They
have a lot to teach us, and there is still a lot to
be learned.
LENT is about TRANSFORMATION AND
TRANSFIGURATION.

Altar Server

Lent 2022
Our Lenten disciplines in action are sacramental
signs; their function is to point the way toward
God’s reign.
God willing when Lent is past and the Paschal
Triduum arrives we will be brought back to the
garden, to our first and best home, to a place made
verdant by the waters of baptism. Our fasting will pass
over into feasting, our whole life will be prayer before
the throne of grace, and Lazarus– or anyone– will be
poor no longer. In that place of life, we will be invited
to reach longingly and lovingly toward the tree of life:
the holy cross. The risen Lord Jesus will be the
gardener who offers us the fruit—His own Body and
Blood– that gives eternal life.
Question for reflection and discussion: In which
people this week did you easily recognize Jesus?
Why? How are you called to respond to those people?
In which people did you struggle to see Jesus? Why?
How are you called to respond to those people as well.
What do you have to surrender or “die to” in order to
see Jesus in those people?

Lenten Taize Prayer:7:00 PM, Monday,
March 28th in the Chapel.

faithFULL Food Drive– March 27, 2022
All items collected here
will go to the Cherry Hill
Food Pantry.
Suggested Items:
Pancake Mix and Syrup
Shampoo
Deodorant
Bar Soap
Laundry detergent
Canned Spaghetti Sauce
Dried Pasta and rice
Peanut butter and Jelly
Canned Beans, etc.
Thank you for your help!
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SATURDAY, MARCH 12
4:30 PM Jim Tobin r /b Tobin family
SUNDAY, MARCH 13
8:30 AM Mary Hulasz r /b Gr eta Tyr r ell
11:00 AM Gayle Beaney Clower r /b family
MONDAY, MARCH 14
9:00AM Intentions of Steve Jones r/b Tobin family
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
TUESDAY, MARCH 15
9:00AM Xenia, John, and Paul Mitchell r /b Gr eta
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
9:00AM Emmanuel Martillano & Carlos Napiza
r/b Ruben Alvarez
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
THURSDAY, MARCH 17
9:00 AM Jim Bones r /b Ter i
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
FRIDAY, MARCH 18
9:00 AM Intentions of Ray Fitzpatrick
r/b Tobin family
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
SATURDAY, MARCH 19
4:30 PM` Patricia Coffland r /b Fitzpatr ick family
SUNDAY, MARCH 20
8:30AM Fr. Michael Mrijo r /b Gr eta
11:00AM Richard Kirkwood r /b Flynn family
Pope Francis’ MARCH Prayer Intentions
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges
“We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges;
may they continue to defend the dignity of all human life
with prayer and action.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:
Don Kreal

Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day-- March 17th
Donation: $15
11:00AM: Reflection on St Patrick—
Sr Eileen Smith, RSM
12 Noon: Lite Lunch/Irish Treats
12:30 PM: Emerald Isle Irish Step Dancers

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS: THE SICK…
Kristina Acevedo, Caroline
Bancheri, Jim Beaney, Jim Beaney,
Jr., Pat Beaney, Ray Chuisano, Elva
Clark, Joseph Console, Marie
Corcoran, Mary Cowan, Catherine Diana, Elizabeth
Garber, Marjorie Graham, Eileen Goodwin, Dick
Haughwout, Jean Haines, Maureen Howe, Helen Kane,
Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy, Marie Manalo,
Tina Petrone, Helen Protzman, John Ravena, Joseph
Ryan, Carlos Santiago, Yun-Yun Shen, Teddy Shaffer,
Claire Spence, Dick Spence, Dale Strack, Stacia Strack,
Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ann Vigrass, Sarah Warner.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED SERVICES…
SPC Jordan Beckman, Captain
Patrick J. Bones, USMC, Major
Anthony R. Cosentino, USAF, SSgt
John P. DeYoung, Lt. Nicholas G. Iannuzzi, SSgt.
Kris Knaup, Lt. Christopher Mawn, SN Christian
Mele, PFC Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa,
Sgt. 1st Class Mark Rimbaugh, Lt. Col. James P.
Tobin, SPC Nicole Williams, and all those serving
our country in the armed forces.
House of Charity 2022
“From Many...One Body”
Your gift to the House of Charity provides:
Catholic Education- “Forming Minds and Hearts in
Grace”
Catholic Schools are an integral part of the teaching
mission of the Church. Catholic schools build faith,
develop leadership ability and provide academic
excellence in a safe environment. Your gift will help keep
tuition affordable for families to send children to schools
that will support Catholic values, develop character, and
provide academic excellence.
This year St. Thomas More Parish’s goal is $89, 700.
We will need the help of all of our parishioners to meet
this goal. Thank you in advance for your prayerful
consideration of your contribution for this year.
Campaign Prayer
Heavenly Father,
You called us to be one body: your Church.
You blessed us so we may be good servants.
Help us to serve those in need.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord,
Who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns
Sunday, April 3, 2022, at Cooper River Park (Jack Curtis
Stadium | 5300 North Park Drive | Pennsauken) for our
annual iRace4Vocations. For more information and to
register for the event, visit:
camdenpriest.org/irace4vocations
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Smalll Christiann Communityy Faithh Sharingg
Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with
everyday life experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for the Third Sunday of Lent, March 20, 2022 – Luke 13:1-9
Jesus told this parable: “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of
fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but
have found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also,
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.”
Commentary:
Another name for God is Compassion. It’s a word that means “to suffer with,” and in the life of Jesus, we see how God
came to reveal that name to us. In the story of the orchard, we often think God is represented by the impatient owner who
wants the fruitless tree cut down. Since we’ve been taught to think of God as the great Judge in the sky, this identification
makes sense. But in the story, Jesus takes the role of the gardener who desires to rescue the tree from imminent
destruction. One more year, he begs, and I shall try again to coax this barren tree into life. That second chance is offered to
each of us from the God of Second Chances, the God who cares about flailing humanity unable to pull its act together
despite a long history of knowing better. Each Lent is that second chance, another season that comes to us like a gift and
an opportunity to turn the page and the corner on where we’ve been headed.
Questions for Reflection and Sharing:
1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?
3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?
Pro-Life Corner: Ultrasounds reveal the
lies of those who claim that the baby is not
a person, not a human being. This is the
time for a new abolitionism, the time to
abolish the barbaric and inhuman practice of abortion.
We must insist for the right to life, for the born and the
unborn.
The Little Servant Sisters are asking for YOUR
HELP!
Amid the drastic situation in Ukraine where our Little
Servant Sisters are, including in Odesa by the Black Sea,
and the numerous refugees fleeing to Poland, our
religious congregation here in the USA will continue to
transmit funds to our Gereralate in Poland. These funds
will be conveyed across the border to our Sisters in
Ukraine, and funds will be also used for our Sisters
emergency relief work among the refugees in Poland.
The Sisters and the refugees will most certainly need the
funds to be used solely for them. Send checks to Little
servant Sisters, 1000 Cropwell Road, Cherry Hill, NJ
08003 (Ukraine & Refugees) or donations:
www.lsic.us/online-giving/

If you receive an email which is seemingly being sent
by a priest or staff member requesting financial
assistance of any kind, please report it to the parish
office immediately.
The official email address for St. Thomas More
parish is sthomasmore@comcast.net.

The People of Ukraine need our Assistance
“In view of the developing humanitarian crisis, I
urge the U.S. government to provide all possible
assistance to the people of Ukraine, and to work
closely with faith –based partners who are already
on the ground providing emergency aid. I
encourage everyone to give generously to
organizations such as Catholic Relief Services and
USCCB’s Collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe that are bringing tangible relief and
the hope of Christ to those in need.”
Bishop David J. Malloy, Catholic Bishops’
Committee on International Justice and Peace.

St. Thomas More Consolation Ministry
“Journeying Through Grief”
Guided by Kenneth C. Haugh’s series: A Time to
Grieve; Experiencing Grief; Finding Hope and
Healing; and Rebuilding and Remembering.
Contact: Contact Ann Marie Lento 856-344-7454
rlento05@comcast.net or Jon Lisitski 856-2106466 jonll1@comcast.net
“Perhaps the most important truth I have learned is
that healing in grief is heart-based, not head-based.”
Alan Wolfelt Understanding your grief.
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$350
Off

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

Our
advertisers
make us
look good!

• FREE in home
evaluations
• Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com
Thank an advertiser!
Let them know you saw their ad
in the weekly church bulletin!

@JBFCherryhill
In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

RIDESHARE ZONE
S
A
M
I

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

top
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nform

#WHATSMYNAME

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing
list! Just send your email
address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
O U R C O M M U N I T Y,
OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for
our parish bulletin.
Help us support them, thank
them, and show them the
app when you
visit their establishments.
John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 • www.jppc.net

BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME
“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”
Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 • Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 • Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 • Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660 • Elizabeth S. Briggs, N.J. No. 4992

Phone: 856-983-1005 • Route 73 & Evesham Rd., Marlton • www.BradleyFHMarlton.com

DOUGLAS A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE

McNulty
Roofing
SIDING & WINDOWS
ඌඖඍ ගඐඍ ඟඉඡ ගඐඑඖඏඛ ඝඛඍඌ
ග ඊඍ ඌඖඍ, ඟඑගඐ කඑඌඍ.
In Cherry Hill
Over 30 Years

856-667-4545
www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com

200 Haddonfield-Berlin Road
(Next to Rita’s Water Ice)

ELDER LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
LIFE CARE PLANNING
1950 Route 70 East
Suite 200
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Male & Female Hair Replacement
Clean - Repair - Retail (Hair/Wigs)

Schedule Your Consultation Today!

(856) 489-8388

856.354.8000

www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

www.TangiblesBeautique.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME
Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323

Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119
1300 North Kings Hwy. • Cherry Hill

(856) 795-5991

www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and
Operated Since 1987

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact
us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments on
your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Office
Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as
45 days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600
Philadelphia, PA 19103

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY
WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
rch
Chu ber
m
s
Me ount
c
Dis

856-317-1111

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME
304 W. Route 70 • Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

www.schetterfh.com • 856-429-8545
William A. Schetter III, Manager, Lic. # 4826 • William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949 • Justin M. Megaro, Director, Lic. # 4958
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