St. Thomas More Church
1439 Springdale Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
856-424-3212 • Fax: 856-424-2411
Web Site: http://stthomasmorenj.org/ • E-mail: sthomasmore@comcast.net
Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM in
the Church
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Eucharistic Adoration in the Church
Mon.—Fri. 9:30 AM—12 Noon

Rite of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00—4:00 PM
In the Chapel
First Fridays after the 9:00 AM Mass

Father Edward Namiotka, Pastor
Sister Ann Byrnes, RSM, Pastoral Associate for Life Long Faith Formation
Sister Clare Sabini, FMIJ, Director of Religious Education
Julie Linn, Music Ministry
Pat Cannon, Parish Secretary • Marylee Garber, Parish Secretary
Sheila Tartamosa, Pastoral Associate for Parish Administration
Send all bulletin announcements to:
stmsecretary1439@gmail.com by 2:00pm Monday

DIRECTORY
Pastoral Leadership
Parish Trustees
Christian Life/Education
Bereavement
Consolation Ministry
Faith & Justice Team
Hospital Visitors
Intercessory Prayer
Knights of Columbus
Marriage Formation
Parish Rel. Ed. Prog.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Respect Life
Rite of Ch. Init. Adults
Rosary Ministry
Small Christian Comm.
Spiritual Retreats
St. Vincent de Paul
Stewardship
Welcoming Team

Jeannine Mc Menamin
Henry Glover
Staff
424-3212
Ann Marie Lento
344-7454
Jon Llisitski
jonll1@comcast.net
Chris Baeckstrom
912-7078
Staff & Euch. Ministers
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Doug George
609-313-3321
Bob & Elizabeth Scarpa
795-1160
Sr. Clare Sabini
424-3212
Ann Vigrass
428-7217
Staff
Sister Ann Byrnes
424-3212
Marian Kapischke
424-2053
Sr. Ann Byrnes
John Galati
428-7073
Sheila Tartamosa
Shirley Kane

424-3212
424-8022

Worship
Altar Servers
Church Environment
Ch. Art Environment
Eucharistic Ministers
Lectors
Linen Committee
Sacristans

Ushers
Social Development
Bridge Groups

Sister Ann Byrnes
Committee
Committee
Sr. Ann Byrnes
Dan Miller/ Sr. Ann Byrnes
Ann Vigrass
Greta Tyrrell
Dom Sacca
Dave Bongiovanni
Joe Centonze
Chico Febus

424-3212
424-3212
428-7217
428-2412

Funsters (over 50 club)
Parish Festival
Women’s Club

Joyce DeMichele
Barbara Cerquitella
Lin Lyon
Committee
Barbara Cerquitella
Lorraine Kennedy

424-4008
795-7323
795-4396
424-3212
795-7323
489-0031

Administration
House of Charity
Parish Finance Council
Parish Pastoral Council

Sheila Tartamosa
Robert Crawford
Marie Enny

424-3212
424-3212
751-8893

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS
Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:
x To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday
worship experiences.
x To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.
x To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.
x To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.
x To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through
the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.
MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.
RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.
For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP
New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.
CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

Merciful God,
how many times have you forgiven me
when I have sinned or taken me back when I have
turned away from you?
Thank you for the many ways
in which you love me.
Help me learn how to love others
the way that you love me:
unconditionally, welcoming,
compassionately, kindly,
and with great mercy.
Help me learn how to do unto others
as you do unto me each day.

The Sunday collection for February 13,
2022 was:
$3805 82 envelopes, checks, cash
1371 from 29 online donations
Total : $5176.00
Thank you for your donations to our
parish.
“If my people, who are called by My
Name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My Face, and turn fr om
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and I
will heal their land.” 2nd Chronicles 7:14

Stewardship Corner: 7th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Compassionate Stewardship

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them,
and lend without expecting anything back…” (LUKE
6:35)
Easier said than done, right? But, if we are to imitate
Christ, most of us need to practice mercy and
compassion more frequently. Start with the little daily
annoyances that we experience, the unkind word or
hateful glance we receive. Instead of plotting revenge
on that person, try saying a quick prayer for that
person. Praying for our enemies doesn’t change them,
it changes us. Mercy and compassion will keep us as
Stewards on the path to holiness.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Canadian Truckers
Dear Parishioners,
For the past couple of weeks I have been following with great interest the activities of the truckers in
Canada. I chose to watch live-stream videos (Ottawalks, Zoke, etc.) rather than follow the activities on the
legacy or main-stream media. I preferred to observe the raw footage that was provided, so that I did not
have to listen to any particular ideology or political philosophy which is often dictated by various
commentators and pundits.
Since the truckers’ situation apparently pertained to the country directly north of us, I think that I am
relatively objective in what I see, without being directly tied to their political system. Day after day the
truckers’ situation in Ottawa (their nation’s Capital) seemed to gain strength and momentum. The protest
was overwhelmingly peaceful. Demonstrators picked up trash, shoveled snow, fed the people, handed out
hand warmers and actually protected various national monuments (after some fringe agitators tried to
“desecrate” them). The protest resembled more of a block party, rather than a violent protest. I saw music
and dancing, fireworks, and flags from the various provinces around Canada. When truckers and others
were interviewed, they mostly appeared to be hard-working, family-loving people, from mixed ethnic
backgrounds, who were fed up with the government mandates and restrictions they had experienced for the
past couple of years. I saw truckers praying the Our Father together and people singing the Canadian
national anthem with patriotic pride. Canadian flags appeared everywhere. The bottom line of the
demonstration was pure and simple: People want their freedom back. Do away with the restrictive
mandates.
Then I heard their Prime Minister speak. What he said did not resemble anything of what I witnessed for
the past weeks. He focused on some rather singular irregularities not reflective of the overall tone and
purpose of the protest. In Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s own words:
Freedom of expression, assembly and association are cornerstones of democracy, but Nazi
symbolism, racist imagery and desecration of war memorials are not.
The small, fringe minority of people who are on their way to Ottawa, who are holding unacceptable
views that they are expressing, do not represent the views of Canadians who have been there for
each other, who know that following the science and stepping up to protect each other is the best
way to continue to ensure our freedoms, our rights, our values as a country.
Trudeau also accused the truckers and other protesters of spewing "hateful rhetoric," expressing "violence
toward fellow citizens" and being "an insult to memory and truth."
Interestingly, Trudeau had earlier tweeted (March 31, 2020) the following about the truckers:
While many of us are working from home, there are others who aren’t able to do that - like the truck
drivers who are working day and night to make sure our shelves are stocked. So when you can,
please #ThankATrucker for everything they’re doing and help them however you can.
Now he refuses even to talk with the truckers because they oppose his various mandates and go against his
narrative. He even invoked the Emergencies Act against the demonstrators.
Well, the Prime Minister’s popularity is tanking. A recent Maru poll indicated only about 16% of
Canadians would vote again for Trudeau as prime minister. Similar protests are appearing in Australia,
New Zealand, France, Belgium, Israel, the Netherlands, and other countries. The truth is that people are
tired of lockdowns and restrictions. They want freedom and a return to normal living.
And I think the human spirit—demonstrated by the Canadian truckers—will be triumphant in the end. God
bless them!
Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Ministry Schedule for February 26/27

Presider

Music

Extraordinary Minister

Lector

Altar Server

4:30 PM

Fr.
Namiotka

Mena/Choir
Julie

Sr. Agnes

J. Cepeda

R. Cepeda

8:30 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Julie

B. Msssey

S. Oatway

C. Oatway

11:00 AM

Fr.
Namiotka

Marta/Elena/Choir
Julie

T. Librojo

C. Musso

In our “Empowering God’s Children” lessons, we
teach our children to set their boundaries and use a
hula-hoop as a way of giving the idea what this
may mean for us, for the world today.
Many conflicts throughout history and many
broken lives and hearts have happened just because
“boundaries” were violated rather than respected or
safeguarded. We teach our children that our
“boundaries” are our sacred space, where “God and
I live together”. Thus, we must be very careful
regarding who we admit in our “space”. We call
this hula-hoop space our
“sacred space” Teaching
our children to set
boundaries for themselves
is teaching them how to
care for and respect
themselves and others as
well. Grownups even today
are not doing a very good
job at setting boundaries
and respecting those of
others. The way of acting often signals that we
think we have “rights” on others and we really
do not. We have obligations toward others to
honor and respect their spaces and our only
right is to require that our own boundaries be
respected and honored. It is our personal
responsibility to discern who we may allow to
enter into our “sacred space” and its purpose. This
Sunday’s Gospel simply says it: “Do to others as
you would have them do to you.” May we read
Lk 6:27-38 and reflect on it. It may help us change
our lives and be the beacon of light our children need
as they who look up to us. They have a right to it and
we have responsibilities toward them.

Mass to Celebrate Black History Month
2:00 PM Sunday, February 27, 2022
St. Bridget University Parish
125 Church Street Glassboro, NJ
Sponsored by Black Apostolate of Camden Diocese
Black Catholic Ministry Commission
Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan, D.D. -Celebrant
Rev. Msgr. Leonard G. Scott, J. C. D., S. T. L. Homilist
Great is thy faithfulness through it all.
Paul VI High School registration for accepted
students will take place on February 26, 2022
between 8:30 am and 11:30 am. Questions about
registration or inquiries to apply to Paul VI may be
directed to Kathleen Stewart (856-858-4900 ext. 336,
or kstewart@pvihs.org
Knights of Columbus Cherry Hill
Council #6173
Presents: Dining for Dollars at the

901 Route 73 South, Marlton, NJ
Tuesday, February 22, 2022
from 4:00 PM—9:00 PM
Sunday, April 3, 2022, at Cooper
River Park (Jack Curtis Stadium |
5300 North Park Drive |
Pennsauken) for our annual
iRace4Vocations. Bishop Sullivan
will celebrate a Mass for Vocations at 1 p.m.
followed by our 5K run/1 mile family walk.
Come out to pray and race! The day will end with a
picnic and family fun. Help us enjoy the day as
we raise awareness and offer prayers for an
increase in vocations for our diocese. For more
information and to register for the event, visit
camdenpriest.org/irace4vocations
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19
4:30 PM` Elizabeth Tobin r /b Tobin family
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
8:30AM Nina Geiter r /b Pat Luchtman
11:00AM Paul Kelly r/b Teri Kelly
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21
9:00AM Brian & Mary Bones r /b Ter i
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
9:00AM Intentions of Sisi Tyrrell r /b family
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
9:00AM Scarlet Bruno r /b Chr istine Schaffer
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9:00 AM Robert Spielberger r /b J . P. Ryan
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
9:00 AM Confesora Forte r /b Pauline Montes
9:30 AM—12NOON Eucharistic Adoration
in the Church
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
4:30 PM Mrs. Bent r /b Tobin family
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27
8:30AM Intentions of Karen Geiter
r/b Pat Luchtman
11:00 AM Gayle Beaney Clower r /b family
Pope Francis’ FEBRUARY Prayer Intentions
For religious sisters and consecrated women
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women;
thanking them for their mission and their courage; may
they continue to find new responses to the challenges of
our times.
SCAM ALERT!
**Email Communications from Parish Staff**
Please know that St. Thomas More parish priest and
parish staff members will never contact you via email to
ask that your provide them with gift cards or assist them
financially in a crisis situation. If you receive an email
which is seemingly being sent by a priest or staff
member requesting financial assistance of any kind,
please report it to the parish office immediately.
The official email address for St. Thomas More
parish is sthomasmore@comcast.net.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS: THE
SICK…Kristina Acevedo,
Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney,
Jim Beaney, Jr., Pat Beaney, Ray
Chuisano, Elva Clark, Joseph
Console, Marie Corcoran, Mary
Cowan, Catherine Diana, Elizabeth Garber, Marjorie
Graham, Eileen Goodwin, Dick Haughwout, Jean Haines,
Maureen Howe, Helen Kane, Michael Kapischke, John B.
Kennedy, Don Kreal, Marie Manalo, Tina Petrone, Helen
Protzman, John Ravena, Joseph Ryan, Carlos Santiago,
Yun-Yun Shen, Teddy Shaffer, Claire Spence, Dick
Spence, Dale Strack, Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik, Pat
Suralik, Ann Vigrass, Sarah Warner.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN
THE ARMED
SERVICES…
SPC Jordan Beckman,
Captain Patrick J. Bones,
USMC, Major Anthony
R. Cosentino, USAF,
SSgt John P. DeYoung, Lt. Nicholas G. Iannuzzi,
SSgt. Kris Knaup, Lt. Christopher Mawn, SN
Christian Mele, PFC Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col.
Louis J. Papa, Sgt. 1st Class Mark Rimbaugh, Lt.
Col. James P. Tobin, SPC Nicole Williams, and all
those serving our country in the armed forces.
House of Charity 2022
“From Many...One Body”
Your gift to the House of Charity provides:
Evangelization and Faith Formation:
Lay leadership training, intercultural ministries,
ministry with the deaf and persons with disabilities,
marriage enrichment, adult faith formation, liturgical
catechesis, and other evangelization efforts, along with
your gifts, kindle the fire of faith into a bright beacon
for all to see.
This year St. Thomas More Parish’s goal is $89, 700.
We will need the help of all of our parishioners to
meet this goal. Thank you in advance for your
prayerful consideration of your contribution for this
year.
Campaign Prayer
Heavenly Father,
You called us to be one body: your Church.
You blessed us so we may be good servants.
Help us to serve those in need.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord,
Who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns
One God forever and ever.
Amen.
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Smalll Christiann Communityy Faithh Sharingg
Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with
everyday life experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 27, 2022 – Luke 6:39-45
Jesus told his disciples a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person. Will not both fall into a pit. No disciple is
superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be like his teacher. Why do you notice the splinter in
your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me
remove that splinter in your eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? You hypocrite!
Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye. A
good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit, for every tree is known by its own fruit.’”
Commentary:
Today’s Gospel shares with Matthew’s Sermon on Mount the saying of the speck and the plank and the tree and its fruits,
which is an indication that they were in the common source used by Luke and Matthew. In every community there are
people who are quick to point out other people’s faults. This self-righteousness is not only annoying; it is dangerous. It can
blind these self-appointed guardians of moral conduct to their own, often serious, shortcomings. They are warned here in
graphic terms. In the end, the test of one’s goodness is one’s own conduct.
Questions for Reflection and Sharing:
1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?
3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?
Pro-Life Corner: : The question is
not “When can a baby live outside
the womb?” The question is “When
can a baby be allowed to live inside
the womb?” Pray to end abortion
and euthanasia.

Prayers for people of the Ukraine
“With the alarming situation in Ukraine, we appeal to
all leaders to respect the territorial integrity and
political independence of Ukraine and to engage in
constructive dialogue to peacefully resolve this
conflict that impacts the lives and livelihoods of 43
million Ukrainians." USCCB

Diaper Drive
To view the online Amazon Wishlist, drop-off times
and locations, or to view or download the flyer, please
visit: www.CatholicCharitiesCamden.org/diaper-drive
The drive will be ongoing until further notice. Catholic
Charities thanks you in advance for your generosity and
support of babies and families!

“I make a heartfelt appeal to all people of goodwill to
raise prayers to Almighty God for the people of the
Ukraine that all political actions and initiatives may
be at the service of human brotherhood…” Pope
Francis

“Journeying Through Grief”
St. Thomas More Ministry of Consolation
This ministry offers a time and safe place for those who
have experienced loss to gather with one another to share
stories and listen to the stories of others. Meeting dates:
February 24th & March 30th at 1:00 PM. Contact Ann
Marie Lento 856-344-7454 rlento05@comcast.net or
Jon Lisitski 856-210-6466 jonll1@comcast.net
All those needing a 2021 Contribution receipt for
income tax reporting purposes, please call the Parish
Office (856-424-3212). Online giver s ar e r eminded to
check their email for their receipt which comes directly
from Parish Online Giving. Check your spam folder if it
does not come in a timely manner.

Diana Bridge took part in the Rite of
Acceptance on Sunday February 13th. Diana is
studying the Catholic Faith with the desire to
receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the
Easter Vigil.
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• Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

your
service is
invaluable &
appreciated.

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1987

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY
WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
rch
Chu ber
m
s
Me ount
c
Dis

856-317-1111

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

At t e n t i o n
BULLETIN
SPONSORS
Your

FREE

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation
To advertise your business in
this weekly bulletin,
contact us at 1.800.333.3166
or visit us at www.jppc.net

All Work Guaranteed

FindingFABER

TM

account will
open the doors
to growth!
As a bulletin sponsor,
you have access to a free
FindingFABER TM account!
It’s easy! Visit
www.FindingFABER
www.Finding
FABER.com
.com
to get started!

877-401-4777

You can offer
realtime promotions
& information

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

T O DAY !

Mallory’s Army Foundation Support Your
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing
list! Just send your email
address by text message:

Community

...and your Church!

SHOPL
LOCA

SPEN
LOCALD

Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.
632 St. Thomas More, Cherry Hill, NJ (i)

John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 • www.jppc.net

BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME
“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”
Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 • Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 • Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 • Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660 • Elizabeth S. Briggs, N.J. No. 4992

Phone: 856-983-1005 • Route 73 & Evesham Rd., Marlton • www.BradleyFHMarlton.com

McNulty
Roofing

HOW YOU CAN HELP
O U R C O M M U N I T Y,
OUR SPONSORS

SIDING & WINDOWS
ඌඖඍ ගඐඍ ඟඉඡ ගඐඑඖඏඛ ඝඛඍඌ
ග ඊඍ ඌඖඍ, ඟඑගඐ කඑඌඍ.
In Cherry Hill
Over 30 Years

856-667-4545
www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com

200 Haddonfield-Berlin Road
(Next to Rita’s Water Ice)

Male & Female Hair Replacement
Clean - Repair - Retail (Hair/Wigs)

Schedule Your Consultation Today!

856.354.8000

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin.
Help us support them, thank them, and
show them the
app
when you visit their establishments.

www.TangiblesBeautique.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME
Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323

Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119
1300 North Kings Hwy. • Cherry Hill

(856) 795-5991

www.boccofuneralhome.com
Have yyou ffound

FA B E R

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact
us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments on
your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Office
Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as
45 days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com

TM
M

DOUGLAS A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
ELDER LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
LIFE CARE PLANNING
1950 Route 70 East
Suite 200
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

1650 Market Street - Suite 3600
Philadelphia, PA 19103

(856) 489-8388

www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME
304 W. Route 70 • Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

www.schetterfh.com • 856-429-8545
William A. Schetter III, Manager, Lic. # 4826 • William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949 • Justin M. Megaro, Director, Lic. # 4958
632 St. Thomas More, Cherry Hill, NJ (b) Rt.NJ
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